A Service of Scripture and Prayer
in the Aftermath of the Floods
(Adapted from a Service by Rev Barbara Stumpf in the Aftermath of the Great Tsunami, 2004)

Invocation
We grieve with those who have lost loved ones, homes, and livelihoods to the floods that devastated many states of Australia and other nations this past week. To God we offer our full human response including disbelief, questioning, anger, sorrow, asking God’s Spirit to pray for us even when we do not know how to pray. May God breathe peace and hope into our troubled hearts so we may bring comfort, hope, and peace to those in need. 
(Lighting of candles as music plays, e.g. “Da Pacem Domine” Arvo Part; “Adagio for Strings” Barber)
Readings

Psalm 46: 1-3
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
Psalm 90: 1, 2 
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
(Silence.) 
Psalm 91: 1-4a
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the LORD, My refuge and my fortress; my God in whom I trust. For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; he will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge.
Isaiah 54: 10 
For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on you.
Prayer
Gracious heavenly Father, shock and sorrow is dominating our lives. Bring your hope among us. Help us as we ponder the loss of lives and property as a result of these events. Bring comfort to those whose lives have altered so much in the last week and who suffer greatly. Mercifully embrace those who are frightened. Look with love and compassion on those who mourn. And give strength to all who offer care, support and rescue efforts during this time. Help us and all others be your healing hands and comforting arms, so that all in need may experience your compassion, grace and mercy. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
(From a Service of Prayer, Comfort and Thanksgiving during Times of Difficulty, Pastor Richard Schwedes)
Readings

Psalm 57: 1-3
Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, until the destroying storms pass by. Cry to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me. He will send from heaven and save me, he will put to shame those who trample on me. God will send forth his steadfast love and his faithfulness.
Psalm 130: 1-6 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD, Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning.
(Silence)
Psalm 10: 1, 12-18
Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? . . . Rise up, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; do not forget the oppressed. Why do the wicked renounce God, and say in their hearts, “You will not call us to account?” But you do see! Indeed you note trouble and grief, that you may take it into your hands; the helpless commit themselves to you; you have been the helper of the orphan. Break the arm of the wicked and evildoers; seek out their wickedness until you find none. The Lord is king forever and ever; the nations shall perish from his land. O Lord, you will hear the desire of the meek; you will strengthen their heart, you will incline your ear to do justice for the orphan and the oppressed, so that those from earth may strike terror no more.
Isaiah 43:1-3
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.
Prayer
Let us pray for those who mourn: 
Loving God, nearer to us than our next breath, be with those who mourn. Be in their shock, their grief, their anger and their despair, that they may grieve, but not as those without hope. Assure them of your presence, your comfort and your life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 Amen.
(Adapted from a “Prayer for Mourners” The Pattern of our Days, The Iona Community, 1996)
Readings

Matthew 5: 2-4
Then Jesus began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
John 14: 1-3
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.
(Silence)
Lamentations 3: 22-24 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. The Lord is my portion, says my soul, therefore I will hope in him.
Romans 8: 22-25 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Prayer

Almighty and merciful God, in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created the heavens and the earth. We thank you that by the gift of water you nourish and sustain all living things. Yet now, by this same water, many in our land and overseas are experiencing disaster by repeated flooding. Have mercy, we pray, on all who face devastation, loss and continuing danger. Uphold with your divine compassion those who have lost loved ones, and bring to safety all who are unaccounted for. Give strength to all emergency service workers, wisdom to those who manage the relief operations, and wise leadership to all in positions of government. According to your good and gracious will, bring us favourable weather and an end to these calamities, and let your blessing rest on the task of rebuilding damaged communities and livelihoods. And amidst the many troubles of this groaning world, which threaten to hide the light of your love, preserve us from all despair and sin, and turn our hearts to always trust in your redeeming grace. Keep us safe and secure in Jesus Christ your Son, who entered the depths of darkness and death for us, yet lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Adapted from a Prayer by Pastor Linards Jansons, January 2011)

Readings

2 Corinthians 1: 3-7
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 
Revelation 21: 1-4
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more; for the first things have passed away.
Lord’s Prayer 
Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask, saying:

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
(Silence and extinguishing of candles)
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